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WHEN we are disposed to exercise our judgment, with due discrimina- 
tion, upon any improvements in public institutions and useful establish- 
ments, it is necessary to wait for time to show the advantage of such 
improvements, and if the result may correspond with our anticipations. 
With these impressions, we have undertaken to discourse of, and to de- 
scribe, the Royal Hospital for the Insane, at Palermo ; an establishment 
for which we are indebted to the philanthropy and indefatigable zeal of 
the Baron Peter Pisani, whose efforts, combined with the means he has 
obtained from the generosity of our government, affords a certain guaran- 
tee for the benefits to be derived from his useful labors. In fact, if we 
had given a description, at any former period, we should not have been 
able to have done it with adequate justice to the establishment, nor to 
its philanthropic institutor and supporter, since the descriptions which 
— appeared do not, by any means, convey a just idea of its great 
utility. 

A ‘little more than half a mile from Palermo, upon the road which leads 
to Parco, rises now this magnificent hospital, which was at first only 
intended to receive patients who were natives of Palermo ; but having 
been much enlarged, is now called the Royal Hospital for the Insane of 
Sicily. The building is decorated, externally, with simple and appropriate 
ornaments, and amongst others, an allegoric picture, painted in imitation 
of basso-relievo, in the upper part of the front, by the celebrated painter 
Rioli. On one side of the entrance, is the porter’s lodge, and the court- 
yard, which is in the centre, and is decorated with a variety of ornamental 
plants, in vases. On the left angle of the court-yard, is the room for 
visiters, on each side of which is a parlatorium, one for the males and 
the other for the females, where they undergo an examination on their 
first admission, in order to ascertain the employments they are capable 
of, or may be made capable of, and to what class of the insane they 
belong, so that they may be assigned to such part of the establishment as 
may be suitably adapted for them—the meritorious patron having classi- 
fi'd the insane patients into four divisions, and assigned to each of these 
their distinct portions, or departments of the building ; namely—the 
urious class, the melancholic, the tranquil, and the idiotic. loa? 

Near to the room for the reception of visiters, is the Anatomical 
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Museum ; beyond the museum, in the same court-yard, are the rooms 
for the people who are employed to attend upon the insane ; on each 
side are bathing rooms, one for the men, the other for the women. On 
the left side of the magnificent stair-case, we pass to a large saloon, and 
on the other side to a kitchen and refectory. ‘These parts of the building 
are alone designed for the accommodation of the men, as well as the 
women ; every other part being so arranged, and divided, that the fesales 
are all on the right, as we enter the building, and the males on the left. 
These apartments open to an inner court-yard, having a fountain in the 
middle, under two Gothic arches. The first wards, on each side of the 
court-yard, are assigned to the peaceable and tranquil class of lunatics ; 
next to these, and near to a small garden, laid out in the Chinese style, 
are the wards for the idiots ; the passage, which divides the inner court 
from the Chinese garden, leads into a large saloon, on the left, where the 
insane people are employed at the looms, and where more cloth is fabri- 
cated (of different qualities) by the insane, than is required for the vari- 
ous uses of the establishment. From thence, we pass to an interior 
stair-case, by which we ascend to the upper story, where is a spacious 
saloon, assigned to the melancholic lunatics. On one side of this saloon, 
is the infirmary for these lunatics ; and on the other side, apartments are 
fitted up in a secure manner, and adapted for the accommodation of such 
insane persons as are boarded at their own expense, or that of their 
friends. 

Returning again to the principal court-yard on the left, is the grand 
stair-case, by which we ascend to the first story, assigned to those ad- 
mitted a pensione. The first corridor is a common passage for such 
insane persons. On one side, is a saloon of recreation ; on the other, 
are various apartments, very commodiously fitted up. At the end of the 
corridor is the infirmary for the poor ; and near to this, is a room which 
opens to the church. This room is for the accommodation of the insane 
patients a pensione, in their religious duties. By another corridor, to 
the left, we pass to the opposite angle of the establishment, where are 
the apartments and a saloon forthe convalescents. Further on is a mag- 
nificent saloon, painted with rural scenery, for the accommodation of the 
poor melancholic class of the insane. A third corridor, parallel with the 
first, comprehends other accommodations, where there is a communica- 
tion from the first story, for the use of female patients @ pensione. A 
fourth corridor, parallel to the second, conducts to the first, and thus the 
whole four corridors form a square. The fourth corridor opens to the 
internal part of the establishment, where are situated the apartments of 
the director, and also a strong room, softly cushioned, for the reception 
of insane patients who are subject to violent paroxysms of their malady, 
but of which no use has yet been made ; the plan of treatment, without 
coercion, having hitherto been found happily to succeed in the manage- 
ment of such patients, with whom the straight waistcoat is not required, 
since the new method of management, adopted by the Baron Pisani, has 
been found to answer much better for the furious class, even when sub- 
ject to their violent accessions. This method consists in the use of a 
cradle of suspension, where the patient being well secured, to prevent 
him from falling or attempting to jump out, is gently rocked, or swung, 
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until sleep comes on, and, as it invariably happens, the patient afterwards 
becomes cool and composed. | 
All that part of the building, above described, is comprehended within 
the boundaries of one, which had fallen into decay, and ‘has thus been 
rebuilt. We now proceed to give an account of the buildings which are 
entirely new, and adjoining to the other. By a second entrance, oppo- 
‘site to the outer gate, we come to a spacious court-yard, the surrounding 
walls of which are ornamented with very pleasing pictures, in fresco. 
Passing on to the right hand, there is a rectangular space, which is 
bounded on two sides by the new buildings, and on the sides opposite 
to these by iron gratings. The rooms, to the number of twenty, on the 
two sides of the new buildings, are appropriated for the habitation of the 
furious class of lunatics. In the middle of the court-yard there is a 
fountain, surrounded by a double row of umbrageous trees, with stone 
seats, at proper distances, and all so arranged as to render the place at 
once cool, pleasant, and refreshing. In the same order, on the left hand 
of the new buildings,-are the apartments assigned for phrenetic patients. 
Besides these, there are two large saloons, in that part of the new which 
adjoins the old buildings ; one of these is for the tranquil class of patients, 
and the other for the idiots. ‘There is a garden adjoining this part of the 
premises, abounding with fruit and culinary vegetables, with a fountain in 
ihe midst, and a spacious tank, large enough for the men to exercise 
themselves ia swimming. The abundant supply of water, the fertility of 
the soil, and the industrious labors of the insane people, have all con- 
tributed to the superb products of vegetation. At the lower part of the 
garden is a small Greek theatre, elegantly constructed, and is entirely 
the work of the insane. Over the porch is an inscription in Greek and 
Latin, in testimony thereof. 


THE INSCRIPTION. 


TOYTO THY AIAASKAAEION OF ADPONES 
EKTIZAN, 


Within the theatre, the following is inscribed on the walls. 


Affabre quod mirum 
Ab imperitis ipsisque Dementibus 
Extructum 
Anno 1829. 


_ Weare not less disposed to admire the finished and perfect manner 
in which this edifice is erected, than the genius and design so happily 
conceived by the Baron Pisani—the simple style of the fabric being so 
suitable to the laborers employed. But the most interesting part of the 
subject remains to be described ; namely, the physical and moral man- 
agement employed so ingeniously, and with so much success, by the 
Baron, and by which means the cure of those maladies, hitherto generally 
considered to be incurable, is frequently effected. 

The worthy Baron, being guided by the force of his own genius, and 
by the result of experience, which in a few years he knew how to ac- 
quire and mature to such a degree, that it might be imagined he had spent 
his life in the study and meditation of hospitals for, and the management 
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of, the insane, and such as are so afflicted, is accustomed to view these, 
in whatever degree or class they may belong, in every respect as child- 
ren, and instead of the barbarous and rigorous treatment, so generall 
had recourse to, a mild and gentle system of management is sdopeed, 
with a certain portion of time to be employed in labor, with such occa- 
sional recreation as is requisite to the infirm state of the corporeal func- 
tions. But the moral means is still more important, in the plan of treat- 
ment pursued, with which many eminent physicians have concurred ; and 
amongst others, it is satisfactory to refer to the writings of Signor Raol 
Rochelle, who has observed, that ‘+ surveying the generality of these un- 
happy lunatics, I coincide entirely with the opinions of the Baron Pisani, 
and am a partizan for the moral mode of treatment, instead of the violent 
modes of coercion hitherto employed.”” With regard to the corporeal 
diseases to which the insane are subject, in common with those who are 
not afflicted with mental maladies, the Baron leaves the medical treatment 
of such diseases to the physicians. 

That the effects of the moral system employed, at this establishment, 
correspond fully with the wise and beneficent views of its excellent 
founder, are fully corroborated by facts. Independent of the many luna- 
tics, of both sexes, who have recovered, and.reacquired the use of their 
rational faculties, of which they had been so miserably bereft, how con- 
soling it is to humanity to observe those, in whom the mental disorgani- 
zation admitted not the possibility of cure, rendered as comfortable as 
their state will admit, being protected and sheltered from the inclemencies 
of the seasons, supplied with a wholesome diet, and, when they may be 
subjected to the more violent accessions of their unhappy malady, are 
guarded from injuring themselves or others, and thus secured from the 
wretched lot to which so many in their state are exposed. And we 
cannot at the same time avoid reflecting, how many, suffering from indi- 
gence in society, would exchange their liberty, embittered with trouble 
and sorrow, for the condition of a maniac in the Royal Hospital for the 
Insane at Palermo! The pleasant situation of the place, the continual 
sources of amusement and recreation, the kind and benign treatment, all 
concur, in a striking and remarkable degree, towards the cure of the in- 
sane, by diverting their minds from the train of thought which had pro- 
duced the affliction. One of the most common symptoms, in every 
species of insanity, is undoubtedly watchfulness ; the daily occupations, 
and the other exercises of the body, in the manufactories and in the 
various improvements and embellishments of the hospital, are found to 
be attended with the most salutary effects in obviating this symptom, by 
inducing a certain degree of fatigue. Some people, in observing such a 
superfluity of ornaments, which appear to indicate luxury, and the labor 
that these must have cost, may be disposed to consider such labor mis- 
employed ; but it has been found that the variety of amusements such 
occupations afford, is very conducive to the cure of the malady, so that 
these ornaments may be regarded in no other light than as the results of 
part of the plan of treatment which the Baron Pisani has pursued with so 
much success. It is therefore probable that these ornaments will go on 
increasing, until every angle of the buildings will present, to the curiosity 
of visiters, some eccentric or elaborate workmanship, by the hands of 
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industrious lunatics ; and besides this, the habits of industry and applica- 
tion, thus acquired, the worthy Baron has with much discernment turned 
to aprofitable account, by increasing the resources of the establishment. 
Putting facts to the proof, by comparing the annual income, from its 
foundation, with the expenses disbursed for the maintenance of the in- 
sane, the value of the products of labor will be found very considerable, 
independent of the buildings, and improvements of the hospital itself. 

On festival davs, the amusements of music and dancing are substituted 
for labor, and these changes have been found also to concur to the hap- 
piest effects. 

This plan of treatment, so efficacious and humane, for the cure of 
insanity, is a proof of the superior mind of him, under whose directions 
it has been carried into effect ; and although it would be very difficult to 
find such an estimable person to superintend similar establishments, the 

lan here described will be found more and more advantageous and satis- 
actory, as it is judiciously employed. The labors and ingenuity of the 
worthy Baron may thus, in some measure, be imitated; but who, we 
may ask, will imitate the indefatigable constancy with which he has pur- 
sued his painful and arduous undertaking ? His zeal and anxiety for the 
great work he has created, instead of cooling or abating by time, goes 
on increasing, and exciting the admiration of those who know the nature 
of such duties and employments ; and we cannot be surprised at the sen- 
timents expressed by particular friends, or the praises of his fellow citi- 
zens, as well as those of strangers residing amongst us, and travellers who 
have visited the establishment. Amongst others, the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, in a complimentary letter to the Baron, says, ‘* The annals of your 
country will place your name in the rank of the illustrious Howard, and 
amongst the heroes of humanity, who are the finest ornaments in the 
history of the wold.” In May, 1832, when the Senhor Hunckler 
directed the attention of the Representative Council of Geneva upon the 
condition of the insane, the journal called the Federal, amongst other 
observations about this establishment, and its Director, says, ‘* Although 
the internal management of the hospital merits the highest attention, that, 
however, which distinguishes this hospital particularly, are the means 
employed in the treatment of the insane—and above all, the laudable 
zeal with which the Baron Pisani has dedicated all his attention, and has 
fully merited to have his name enrolled amongst the benefactors of hu- 
manity.” . In June, 1832, Baron Ende, a distinguished personage in the 
service of the Court of Baden, addressed a letter, containing a most flat- 
tering eulogium, to the Baron Pisani. 

When we observe the remarkable degree of neatness and cleanliness, 
which is so conspicuous in every part of the establishment, this might 
appear to be the effects of compulsion, and with a view to ostentation ; 
but the fact is otherwise, for by the good regulations adopted, cleanliness 
ls become a kind of iastinctive or natural feeling with the insane people, 
More so, even, than with those who are employed to superintend them, 
so that this part of their labor is quite voluntary. 

Some years ago, it would have been difficult to have found in Sicily, 
or elsewhere, any public hospital or asylum for the reception of lunatics, 
Which would have been visited without exciting very patatul feelings in 
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those who possessed any sensibility for the evils and sufferings of their 
fellow creatures ; but we have now no hesitation to assert, that the most 
compassionate may visit this hospital, without having any painful impres- 
sion, except such as may arise from natural sympathy, which must be at 
the same time mingled with satisfaction that such an establishment has 
been found, and such an excellent mode of treatment adopted, by which 
these evils of humanity are so eflicaciously succored and diminished. 
We have had testimony to this effect, from the Marquis Gargallo, who 
in a letter to the Baron Pisani, published in the Scientific and Literary 
Ephemerides of Sicily, after having stated his constant and almost un- 
conquerable aversion to visit such establishments, when he had entered 
this, said, that however predominant this feeling was, on his first entering 
the place, his satisfaction at being so agreeably undeceived was propor- 
tionally increased, even to admiration. 


ADIPOSE LINT.\—FUNCTION OF THE UTERUS, &c. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Srr,—In answer to a query appended to a brief communication of mine 
‘n your valuable Journal, I would assure you that you did not misread 
the manuscript, and that I do not at once feel disposed to retract the use 
of certain terms. By adipose or fatty lint, however, I intended no- 
thing more than a species of pessary made of lint, and an ointment suited 
to the abraded surface of the labia. The adhesion in the case mentioned 
in my communication, was certainly not formed by the scarf skin, but by 
the cellular texture of the rete mucosum. I trust that my own, and the 
future observation of others, will confirm the statement. 

Whilst my pen is in hand, I would suggest a few thoughts which have 
arisen from reading the essay in your Journal on the use of the Ung. 
Hydr. Fort. in Erysipelas. The writer of that essay may have had suf- 
ficient experience to make still stronger assertions, but I am disposed to 
consider the remedy he proposes a very uncertain one. A diligent use 
of the sugar of lead (and none but a diligent use will answer the purpose), 
in which there is an incessant evaporation kept up, has scarcely ever 
failed of a cure. Ice water perhaps would do as well, the object being 
to bring about a reduction of temperature. The speediest remedy, how- 
ever, is a blister, put upon the advancing surface, and the sound skin 
contiguous. The sugar of lead and the blister are considered preferable 
to the solution of opium recommended by Dr. Physick ; although a query 
arises whether the solution of opium does not operate by way of evapo- 
ration. The ung. hydr. fort. it is well known is not characterized by 
evaporation. 

Before I close, at present, | would suggest to your numerous corres- 
pondents, whether there is not a sort of peristaltic, or musculo-nervous 
action, put on by the vagina and uterus, whereby the semen of the male 
is taken up from the vagina by the uterus. In two cases within my 
knowledge of prolapsus weri, a pessary of bark was employed, and the 
bark found,in the uterus, although the pessaries were only inserted in the 
vagina. I am persuaded, dear Sir, that the action alluded to exists, 
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and constitutes an essential part of generation, and that whether it be 
called a peristaltic, musculo-nervous, or fibrous action, I should be pleased 
to see the subject thoroughly canvassed by some one or more of your 
able correspondents. | H. i 


Longwood, Va. February §, 1835. 


Note.—The suggestion made in the last paragraph is worthy a physio- 
logical examination. Any remarks, therefore, from professional gentle- 
men, tending to elucidate a subject which has always been involved in 
obscurity, but which seems to have incidentally attracted the observation 
of our respected correspondent, would be exceedingly prized by those 
who are desirous of fully understanding the functions of the organ.—Eb. 


CASE OF NEBULA OR OPACITY OF THE CORNEA OF THE SLIGHTEST 


DEGREE. 


BY EDWARD J. DAVENPORT, M.D. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]} 


Tue rapidity with which nebulous opacities of the cornea, even when of 
long standing, sometimes disappear, is truly astonishing. And it has been 
well remarked, with reference to their treatment, that the remedies both 
general and local which have been found most beneficial in removing 
opacities or specks of the cornea, are those which operate in reducing 
the ophthalmia in which the opacities have originated. I beg leave to 
offer the following as a brief, although striking case, in confirmation of 
the above remarks. 

Miss F. M., 24 years of age and of a full habit, applied March 28th 
for dimness of vision of the left eye, stating that she was attacked sud- 
denly and without any apparent exciting cause, with severe headache, felt, 
however, more particularly in the neighborhood of the left eye. The 
attack occurred in the night, and upon rising the following morning the 
left eye was found to be inflamed, and the power of vision was conside- 
rably impaired. To use her own expression, she seemed to view objects 
as if they were enveloped in a thick mist or cloud. ‘The violent pain 
and distress in the head was not experienced from that time, nor was the 
eye painful ; there was, however, some epiphora upon exposure of the 
eye to the light, but she was chiefly induced to apply for medical aid 
from the dimness of vision, which had not at all diminished. 

_ The vessels of the conjunctiva of the sclerotic appeared moderately 
injected ; the whole cornea presented a dull hazy appearance, the corneal 
conjunctiva having lost the lustre and transparency of the healthy eye ; 
besides which, the cornea in some parts in which the opacity was more 
dense, had a bluish white or milky appearance, as if from effusion be- 
tween the lamelle or into the substance of the cornea. An active ca- 
thartic was prescribed to be taken immediately ; after which a few leeches 
were directed to be applied to the temple, and the eye to be frequently 

athed and fomented with warm milk and water. A mild ointment was 
also advised to be applied to the margins of the eyelids at night to pre- 
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vent adhesion and consequent irritation of the eye. Three days after- 
wards this patient returned to say that the vision of the affected eye was 
entirely restored. 
A slightly astringent and stimulating collyrium restored tone to the 
vessels of the conjunctiva, and tended to prevent a relapse. 
Boston, February, 1835. 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, FEBRUARY 25, 1835. 


THE UNITED STATES MARINE HOSPITAL, AT CHELSEA, NEAR 
BOSTON. 


An Act of Congress was passed July 16th, 1798, making provision, by 
laying a tax of twenty cents on each month’s wages, for the temporary 
relief of sick and disabled seamen, in public or private service. The 
supervisor of the revenue appears first to have had the charge of provid- 
ing for their relief ; and accommodations were procured for such seamen 
on Castle Island, inthe harbor of Boston, for the port of Boston and 
Charlestown ; and Dr. Thomas Welsh, who had previously been em- 
ployed by the Secretary of War, to attend tothe sick soldiers at said 
island, and the sick of the recruits then raising at Boston and its vicinity, 
was appointed physician of the Marine Hospital, by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, June, 1799. On the 21st of February, 1800, Gen. Lincoln, 
the collector of the port, transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury 
regulations proposed by Dr. Welsh, for the hospital at Boston, which 
were approved by the President. 

Dr. Welsh was superseded by the appointment of Dr. Charles Jarvis, 
who took charge of the institution when the patients were removed from 
the island to the building erected for them in Charlestown, on the Ist of 
January, 1804. The Marine Hospital in Charlestown, built of brick, 
was 100 by 40 feet, two stories and a basement ; was accommodated with 
kitchen, a spacious hall, and 19 rooms, with a garden spot of five acres ; 
the average number of patients about thirty. 

In 1827, a scite for a new hospital having been obtained in Chelsea, 
with ten acres of land, a rough stone building was erected, one hundred 
and five by fifty feet, two stories above the basement, with wings for the 
accommodation of the steward and physician ; into which hospital the 
patients were removed Oct. Ist, of that year. Dr. Jarvis continued phy- 
sician and surgeon until his decease, in 1808, when Dr. Benjamin Wa- 
terhouse was appointed ; he was superseded by the appointment of Dr. 
David Townsend, in July, 1809 ; Dr. Townsend continued physician and 
surgeon until his decease in April, 1829, assisted in the decline of life 
by his son, Dr. Solomon D. Townsend. Dr. Charles H. Stedman was 
appointed soon after Dr. Townsend’s decease, and continues to the pre- 
sent time, 1835, 

Benjamin Beal was the first steward, when the patients were accom- 
modated on the island, and continued until 1808, when John Bullard was 
appointed. He continued about one year anda half, when in September, 
1809, Capt. Adams Bailey was appointed, who continued in that trust 
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until July, 1824, and at his decease Col. Charles Turner was appointed, 
who still remains. 


By the politeness of the last-named gentleman, we have been furnished 
with the following concise statistical paper, for which we acknowledge 
ourselves greatly indebted,—and particularly so, as the facts most desira- 
ble and interesting to medical men, in relation to the internal regulations 
of the hospital, could not have been procured from a more satisfactory 
source, without asking a favor which could not be complied with on ac- 
count of a previous engagement. 


The Marine Hospital, at Chelsea, is under the immediate care of the 
collector of the ports of Boston and Charlestown. A physician and sur- 
geon is appointed by the President of the United States ; all the other 
officers, or assistants, are appointed by the collector, who is agent for the 
institution. —A steward, charged with the procuring of such supplies as 
may not be otherwise provided, and with the safe keeping and issuing of 
all supplies ; and who shall preserve order in the hospital.—A principal 
nurse, to take care of the wards, beds, bedding, and clothing of patients, 
keep the utensils in neat order, and observe economy in her department ; 
to prepare tea, drinks, and all light messes. An additionol nurse may be 
employed for every ten patients, if necessary ; only two male nurses have 
been permanently employed, though some occasional additional temporary 
nursing has been procured. The steward’s wife is general directress.— 
One cook and one laundress, females, who are assisted by the scavenger 
and house-cleaner. Each female has her particular business assigned, 
and particular apartments to keep clean and in order.—Two laborers to 
do all the necessary labor of preparing wood in winter, doing all the farm- 
ing and gardening in summer ; to attend to all marketing, and preparing 
all provision for cooking ; distributing, with the assistance of the scaven- 
ger, the provisions to the convalescent room, and to the wards of all such 
as are unable to resort to the general table ; and any other labor required. 
A scavenger and an house-cleaner, to assist the cook and laundress, and 
clean the whole house, by washing, &c. twice a week, and any other 
service as required.—T wo male nurses ; on some occasions an additional 
nurse has been employed. Their business is principally, under the direc- 
tion of the physician, to attend to the reception of patients ; to report the 
names of such as are admitted, to the steward ; to see all accommodated 
with beds, &c. and made comfortable ; to administer medicines, agreeably 
to the physician’s directions ; to keep the dispensary clean, and all its 
utensils, and do other duties incident to the business of nurses. 

No person employed in the institution is to use any profane, abusive, 
or indecent language to any person, inmate or patient, but to treat all 
yeas alike, and with that attention which suffering humanity demands. 

0 ardent spirits are used by any person employed, or by patients in the 
hospital, except by direction of the physician, for medical purposes. 

dinner list, so called, containing the names of all patients, and the 
humber of the wards in which they reside, is presented to the physician 
daily for revision and alteration, and each patient served with the provi- 
Sion assigned to him. 

All the bread (except crackers) made use of, is baked in the hospital, 
by the hired help. 

en acres of land belong to the institution, a part of which is used for 
& garden, in which is produced considerable summer sauce, and about all 
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the potatoes necessary for the year; hay is also produced sufficient to 
keep the horse belonging to the establishment, which horse, with neces- 
sary carts, plough, and tackling, is used to cart all wood from the wharf, 
bring from Boston all articles for the hospital, &e. 

Have on an average raised and killed, annually, about 700 pounds of 
pork, and salted sufficient for the hospital use. In 1834, the three hogs 
killed weighed 1300 pounds ; salted 790 pounds, made bacon of the legs 
and shoulders, made sausages, &c. 

The hired laborers dig graves, and inter the deceased. Boards are 
purchased, and a carpenter employed by the day at $1,25, to make coffins, 
as well as to perform the needful repairs, &c. No other expense is in- 
curred for burying the dead. 


We have before usa tabular statement of the number of patients, 
deaths, the expenses of the institution, &c. for the last 22 years,—from 
which it appears that the whole number of patients transferred from one 
year to another during that time, was 822; number admitted anew, 8348; 
whole number accommodated, 9170 ; average number of patients yearly, 
417; whole number of deaths, 533 ; average number of deaths, yearly, 
24! ; number of deaths compared to number discharged, 1-17} ; gross 
sums collected, $147,986 37; total amount of bills, $157,275 85. During 
the year 1834, the number transferred from former years, was 47 ; admit- 
ted, 578 ; provided for, 625 ; deaths, 29; gross sum collected, $9,024 12; 
steward’s hospital bill, $7,232 22—physician’s sclary, $1,000—paid for 
medicine, $442,72—total amount of bills, $8,675 68. The average num- 
ber of patients daily during the last year, was nearly 53 ; the average 
number during the fourth quarter of the year, was nearly 65, 


From 1813 to 1821, inclusive, the expense exceeded the amount col- 
lected in the ports of Boston and Charlestown, $22,567 95. 

In 1821, the Secretary of the Treasury issued a circular, directing all 
insane and incurable patients to be discharged, and prohibiting any re- 
maining in the hospital more than four months, and directing that the ex- 
pense, in any ohne year, should not exceed the amount collected in the 
port for that year. 

From 1822 to 1832, inclusive, the amount collected, exceeded the 
sums expended, $7,317 21. 


LONGEVITY. 


NotwiTHsTanpInG the positive evidence of the great age to which indi- 
viduals have attained, a doubter has made his appearance in a foreign 
journal, and questions whether any man has lived beyond one hundred 
years. Now it is certain that the venerable Dr. Holyoke, of Salem, 
Mass. on his hundredth birth-day, dined with the physicians of this city 
and Salem. It is also certain that Francisco, of Whitehall, Vermont, 
lived to be one hundred and thirty-six years old. It is certain that 
Jacobs, a peasant, at the age of one hundred and twenty yeafs, travelled 
on foot, from the Jura Mountains to Versailles, to thank the national 
assembly for relieving him from the feudal yoke. He was received by 
all the members standing and uncovered, and they made a collection for 
him on the spot, of two thousand, two hundred and twenty two dollars and 
twenty-two cents. It is also certain that in October last a man died at 
Polock, in Lithuania, at the patriarchal age of one hundred and eighty- 
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eight. He had seen seven monarchs in Russia, and had served under 
Gustavus Adolphus. When Donald McDonald was one hundred and 
seven years old, he gave the editor of this Journal a minute account of 
Braddock’s defeat : he was a common soldier at the time, and had a vivid 
recollection of allthe circumstances. But it is useless to cite instances 
of individuals who have attained such astonishing longevity, to convince 
the writer alluded to of his error in supposing that there is some 
mistake in reckoning, where over one hundred years are allowed a man 
in his age. 


POISONING BY ARSENIC. 


Mrs. Ciara Ann Situ, a widow lady, residing in the city of Bristol, 
died and was buried one year and four months ago the 24th of December 
last, when some suspicions were excited that something was not right in 
relation to her sickness. The body was buried nine feet deep. Though 
from being in the water, which had oozed into the coffin, it was conside- 
rably altered, and converted, in part, into adipocere, the stomach and in- 
testines were in an extraordinary state of. preservation, which is now dis- 
covered to be invariably the case when arsenic is received into these or- 
gans. Mr. Herapath, an accurate chemist, at once discovered, by vari- 
ous tests, that the lady had been inhumanly poisoned. A Mrs. Burdock 
was arrested, and after atrial of five days the jury returned a verdict 
against her of wilful murder. The object of relating this curious 
circumstance is to induce surgeons to be watchful in examininy the bodies 
of persons who have been for along time interred—particularly if they 
have in view a chemical analysis of the contents of the stomach. If ar- 
senic, the most common agent in the hands of insidious murderers, has 
been administered, the fact simply of finding the membranes of the sto- 
mach and bowels undecayed, even after being but a few months under 
ground, presupposes in almost every instance the presence of this deadly 
poison. 


CLINICAL SURGERY. 


A Frew weeks since, mention was made of the appointment of Liston, the 
celebrated Edinburgh surgeon, to the professorship of Clinical Surgery, 
in the University of London. On the 20th of December, he made his 
début before an audience—strangers to him—but his reputation was 
enough to congregate an assembly before which any man might be proud 
tospeak. The introductory discourse, among other new and interesting 
medical matter, is on the table before us. Deeply interested as we are 
in the success of the man, in the new and troubled theatre of action to 
which his merit has called him, we confess our disappointment in the lec- 
ture. It is wanting in dignity—is burdened with apologies, lacks order, 
and, asa whole, would be unfavorably received in a medical school in the 
United States. In his lectures on surgery, he is at home—and when 
he begins to talk of his experience, we shall give a transcript from time 
to time of his lectures. 


Fevers.—Why do not our correspondents have more to say upon the 
subject of fevers, that great class of diseases which are so formidable and 
destructive in this country ? Essays would be exceedingly acceptable. 
Usually, writers on fevers have been too heavy. In order to convey the 
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greatest amount of practical information, one page is always better than 
ten, for the obvious reason that the first would be read and remembered, 
while the last would discourage Hippocrates himself, on account of its 
bulk and prolixity. 


Irish Moss.—As this is becoming an important article in domestic eco- 
nomy, and particularly useful in hospitals, it may perhaps oblige those 
who gather it on rocky beaches here at the north, at low tide, to be in- 
formed that the true method of bleaching it is to throw the moss into 
fresh water, before it becomes dry, after being taken from the ocean. In 
about twelve hours it may be taken out, washed in clean water, and then 
spread in the sun. Such pieces as retain the reddish hue, when dried, 
should again be put in water, and the process repeated till the whole be- 
comes of a dingy white color. If the maceration exceeds about twelve 
hours, it generally proves injurious to the article, as the sprigs drop into 
small pieces, and moreover lose considerable of their gelatine. 


New Mode of Preserving Anatomical Preparations.—After the varnish 
has become thoroughly dried, which is usually employed in finishing in- 
jected preparations, place in the cabinet where they are kept, a common 
onion, which is thought to defend them against the depredations of ver- 
min. At all events, the suggestion is worth the trial in extremely warm 
weather, when medical museums are generally most preyed upon. 


Vermont Clinical School of Medicine.—It will be recollected this insti- 
tution is located in the beautiful village of Woodstock, the shire town of 
Windsor County, twelve miles from Windsor, and eighteen from Dart- 
mouth College in New Hampshire. Preparations are making for an 
unusually interesting course of lectures, the ensuing term. Dr. Palmer 
is an indefatigable man, whose character and usefulness, in connection 
with the school, have been widely extended. 


Vermont Academy of Medicine.—In future, two courses of instruction 
are to be given in this institution, located at Castleton. The spring term, 
beginning the second Thursday of March ensuing, will continue fourteen 
weeks ; and the autumnal, on the second Thursday of August—and will 
also continue fourteen weeks. For both, the fee is forty-five dollars : 
graduation, sixteen ; and a matriculating ticket, three dollars. 


/ Surgical Instruments.—We have received Mr. Weiss’s catalogue of 
instruments manufactured in London, which, from the circumstance that 
it embraces all which have been recently invented, is an excellent guide 
in making purchases. It is doubtful whether many of the articles, indis- 
pensable in operations in the European hospitals, have found their way 
to this country. The screw lithotrite, to which is appended the dynano- 
meter, 1s certainly unique, and should be manufactured by our instrument 
makers, as no surgeon, we apprehend, would be willing to trust alone to 
his judgment, when it is possible to have a self-registering guide that 
invariably gives not only the exact dimensions of the stone, but also 


ng by an index the progress which the gripe of the lithotrite has 
e. 


| | 
| 
ae 
| 
i 
Dh 
| 


Medical Intelligence. 49 


Mr. Wakley.—This sarcastic, fearless and despotically inclined reform- 
er, is annoying Sir Henry Halford, Mr. Brodie, and some other pets of 
monarchy, in a manner sut generis. Intercepted Lellers, as his editorial 
harpoons are called, undoubtedly irritate and vex the respectable gentle- 
men at whom they are thrown ; yet, afler all, it is doubtful whether one 
single point is gained in the clamorous call for medical reform, by the 
abusive course which has invariably been resorted to in relation to these 
favorites of fortune. 


Smallpor.—Owing to the culpable neglect of people in the country to 
avail themselves of the positive preventive, vaccination, the smallpox 
is very frequently making its appearance the present winter. There ap- 

ars by exchange papers to have been some cases in Vermont, at New 

ton, N. H. and at Plattsburg, N. Y. on Lake Champlain. In the 
city of New York, which might be kept perfectly free from it, there has 
been a lamentable prevalence of this frightful malady. 


French Hospitals.—M. Cloquet, having been appointed to the new cli- 
nical hospital in Paris, a vacancy was created in the Maison Loyale 
Santé, and the place has been claimed by the physician of the institution, 
who seeks, as a right, to be the surgeon. The council general of hos- 
pitals referred the matter to the minister of the interior, which roused the 
surgeons of the bureau central, a body chosen by concours, to remon- 
strate, because the new appointment, according to law and usage, should 
have been made from their body. Dupuytren, Lisfranc, Sanson, and 
many others, whose reputations are well known in America, join hands 
with the bureau in demanding justice. How the affair will terminate, we 
have no means of knowing ; but in the present state of excitement, it is 
very apparent that the whole body des medecins de Paris have caught 
that strange English infection which makes all doctors disagree. 


Gratuitous Medical Lectures.—Since the close of the lecture term in 
Boston, a few weeks since, the faculty of the Mason Street College have 
been giving gratuitous lectures, several times a week, to such students 
as have chosen to avail themselves of this generous labor of love. 


Going abroad for Information.—If American students of medicine would 


learn all that is to be learned of some of the ablest instructers in our 
country before going to Europe, there would be some sense in making a 
voyage in search of knowledge. It is opined that a vast many who go 
ostensibly for the purpose of treading the hospitals of Paris and London, 
see stranger sights than surgical operations, which occupy none too much 
of their thoughts in the gay cities of the old world. 


Agues.—We find—says Dr. Thompson in his third lecture at the new 
University Hospital—that agues occur most frequently in foggy weather ; 
-@circumstance which I am induced to refer to the evolution of much 
hydrogen during such a condition of the atmosphere ; and we learn from 
e experiments of Sir John Leslie, that the process of cooling proceeds 
more rapidly in hydrogen gas than in atmospheric air. 
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Mercurial Inunction in Erysipelas.—I do not see—remarks Dr. Laugh- 
lin, of the West Lock Hospital, Dublin, under date of Dec. 16—what ad- 
vantages mercurial inunction possesses over remedies before in use. On 
the contrary, it appears to me that even when it does perform a cure, the 
consequences which may at one time or another arise from its well-known 
effects, will be as bad, if not worse, than the original disease.—Our cor- 
respondents will confer a favor by giving us the results of their observa- 
tions on this mode of treatment. ; 


New-Born Children.—When you are called to administer aid to new- 
born children—says M. Magendie to his class, in the lectures which he 
is delivering at the French College—in a state of asphyxia, either from 
protracted labor or any other cause, be particularly on your guard not to 
inflate the lungs too violently, as many attendants are in the habit of doing, 
or you will run the greatest risk of destroying the little patient by anni- 
hilating the elastic property of the lung, and rendering the organ totally 
unfit for the purposes of respiration. 


Organization is, as it were, a crystallization, which has a tendency 
to assume a vesicular form, and produces a cell which is capable of ab- 
sorbing the gases necessary both for its own vesicular development, and 
for the reproduction of others which are similar to it.—Raspail. 


Prophylactic against chapped Nipples.—In Rust’s Magazin fur die Ge- 
sammten, Heilkunde, Dr. Strahl recommends the following preparation 
as a specific against this painful and distressing affection. Those who 
have had much experience in such cases, will be glad to be possessed of 
a remedy which promises so much. 

R. Nuc. Galle. 3 vj. 
Vin. Alb. 3 vj. 

Digest with a gentle heat for twenty-four hours. Compresses immersed 
in the liquid should be applied to the breast three or four times a-day, be- 
gi@ning as early as the sixth month of gestation, and continuing it to the 
full term.—Archives of Medical and Surgical Science. 


Artemisia Vulgaris in the Convulsions which take place during the period 
of Dentition, By Dr. Birrmann.—Dr. Biermann attributes the convul- 
sions which occur at this period of life to a combined psychological and 
corporeal hypersthenia, which gives rise to a preternatual degree of 
erithism of the nervous system, and of the brain in particular. To reme- 
dy this condition, which often terminates fatally, he determined to try the 
artemisia vulgaris, or mugwort, which had been previously employed 
with the most happy effects by Burdach, and Gittermann, in other affec- 
tions which depend upon a state of irritation of the brain,—as for exam- 
ple, in epilepsy. The result realized his expectations, and he has since 
continued to employ the remedy with signal success. To children of a 
year old and under, he administers the powdered root, in doses gradually 
increased, from half a grain to two grains, repeated every hour. This 
precaution he thinks necessary, in order not to extend the effects of the 
remedy beyond what are necessary to remove the cerebral irritation. In 
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children over one year old the same care need not be observed, and the 
article may be given in doses of one or two grains every hour. In either 
case he remarks that three doses will generally suflice.—Hufcland’s 
Journal fur Praktischen Heilkunde.— Gaz. Med. 


Preservation of National Physiognomy, in spite of Time, Climate, and 
Intermarriages.—The first article in the Phrenological Journal, No. 42, 
isan analytic review of an essay by Dr. Edwards of Paris, entitled, 
“ The physiological Characters of the Races of Mankind considered in 
relation to their History.” The essay itself is manifestly one of great 
learning, ingeonity, and interest, and is designed to show that races will 
invariably preserve characteristic features of persons, however ancient 
their origin. Thus, in the exhibition of Egyptian antiquities brought by 
Belzoni to London some years ago, and which were at least 3000 years 
old, there were figures of Jews depicted in procession on a royal tomb, 
so perfectly Jewish in complexion and physiognomy, that Dr. Edwards 
declares that they might have been regarded as portraits of Jews whom 
he had seen the previous day in the streets of London. We can verify, 
that his remark is most just. Egyptians, negroes, and Persians, exact 
images of the generation of those people now existing, were also exhibited 
in distinct processions on the same piece of antiquity. So in the “ Last 
Supper” of Leonardo da Vinci, an excellent naturalist and observer, 
faces exist which were painted 300 years since, for which the Jews of 
1834 might have sat. How sternly has nature resisted the effects of 
climate here! The faot settles an important question.— Lancet. 


Organ of Language.—Article 3, in the above-named work, is the 
translation of a case from the Encyclopedie Methodique, in which a blow 
onthe vomer was followed by a temporary inability to pronounce the 
words desired by the party stricken. ‘1 heard,’’ says the patient (a 
medical man), ‘“‘ what was said to me, and thought what I wished, but I 
pronounced other words than those which could express my thoughts, or 
if I began I could not finish them, but substituted other words for them. 
Nervous filaments pass from the brain, and enter the nose through the 
cribriform plates. Perhaps these received a shock from the blow, which 
Was transmitted to the brain.”” The phenomena (says the editor) are in- 
explicable except on the principle that the brain is an aggregate of organs 
performing different functions, and the shock was imparted (by its situa- 
tion) to the organ of language.—Ib. 


Tetanus cured by Prussic Acid. By Dr. Ermitunv.—A stout robust 
man was attacked with tetanus and trismus, after exposure to cold, which 
was allowed to continue a fortnight before a physician was called. He 
Was treated at first by repeated bleeding, cathartics of calomel and jalap, 

listers and the warm bath. The prussic acid was then administered to 
the amount of twenty to thirty-five drops per diem, and was productive 
ofa very marked effect. The spasms ceased at first about the neck ,— 
then in the extremities, and finally in the muscles of the jaw. It should 
remarked, however, that mercurial frictions were employed at the 
same time, and pushed to the extent of salivation. Previously to resorting 
_ the acid, large doses of opium had been administered without any 
enefit.—-Medicinisch Chirurgische, Zeitung.— Gazette Medicale. 
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London Unwersity.—We have heard it currently reported in this coun- 
try, and we believe the report has been by many accredited, that since 
1831, the medical department of the London University has been regu- 
larly on the decline. The following statement taken from Professor 
Lindley’s address, will show that the reverse is true. The number of 
students entered in 1831 was 248 ; in 1832, 294 ; in 1833, 353. A hos- 
pital, with accommodation for 125 beds, is being o ened in connection 
with the institution, and Mr. Liston, of Edinburgh, has been appointed 
Professor of Clinical Surgery.—NVorth American Archives. ee 


We have recently had.an opportunity of examining a remarkably con- 
venient and complete apparatus, invented by Lemuel B. White, of New 
York. It is so constructed, that it may be employed as a stomach or 
breast pump—a cupping and enemata apparatus, or for the purpose of 
distending the bladder with fluid, and again withdrawing it. Notwith- 
standing the extensive application of which it is susceptible, it is so ex- 
tremely simple in its construction, and especially in the arrangement of 
its valves, as to render it but little liable to those derangements to which 
the more complex instruments are so much exposed. We think it well 
suited for the fulfilment of the purposes for which it is intended—and can 
confidently recommend it to the profession.—Ibid. 


To CorresponpENts.—Dr. Fish’s paper and other favors are on hand. 


Diev—At Cheltenham, Eng. Edward Holmes, M.D.—At Hereford, Eng. John 
Scudamore Lechmere Patershall, surgeon.—At Wales, John Henry Mostyn, sur- 
geon.—At Jamaica, Henry Holmes, assistant surgeon of H. M. ship Magnificent. 
—Drowned, at Key West, Dr. H. S. Waterhouse, postmaster of that place, on 
the 19th ult.—At Indian Key, Florida, Dr. E. S. H. Leonard, of Providence, R. I. 
formerly of Taunton. 


Whole number of deathsin Boston forthe week ending Feb. 21, 30. Males, 14—Females, 16. 

ts, l—old age, 2—hooping cough, 3—throat distemper, 1—accidental, 1—typhous fever, 1— 
inflammation of the lungs, l—infantile, 4—croup, 1—child-bed, 1—fever, 1—consumption, 2—lung 
fever, 2—hip-complaint, l—scarlet fever, 2—scrofula, 1—mortification of the bowels, 1. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PHILOSOPHICAL INSTRUMENTS. 

BROWN & PEIRCE, No. 87 Washington Street, up stairs (at sign of Books and Apparatus), are 
constantly manufacturing and keep for sale, PHLLOSOPHICAL APPARATUS, in all its varieties, 
embracing Astronomical, Pneumatic, Hydrostatic, Optical, Electrical, Chemical, Mechanics, &¢. &¢. 
Warranted of the best materials and superior workmanship. The importance of illustrations, in studying 
the sciences, is conceded by professional gentlemen at the present day. 

Private individuals, colleges, academies and schools, furnished with all the above promptly, and at 
reasonable rates. Orders are solicited. 

Boston, January, 1835. (Jan. 6—tf.) 


PHILOSOPHICAL AND ASTRONOMICAL APPARATUS. 
N. B. CHAMBERLAIN, No. 9 School St. Boston, manufactures Philosophical, Astronomical, Pneu- 
matic, Hydrostatic, and Electrical Apparatus, Mechanical Powers, &c. of beautiful workmanship, 
designed for Lecture Rooms and public instruction in Schools, Academies and Colleges. Portable 
models of the Steam Engine, put in motion by a spirit lamp, afforded at a very reasonable rate, can 
be obtained at any time, by addressing the advertiser by mail, 
Boston, February 4, 1835. ep 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 4 
CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom all communications mus 
be addressed, post-paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, on the 1st of every month, each in 
containing the weekly numbers of the preceding month, stitched in a cover.—Price $3,00 a year 
advance, $3,50 after three months, and $4,00 if not paid within the year.—Every seventh copy gratis. 
—Postage the same as for a newspaper. 
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